NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


INFORMATION LETTER 


PUBLICATION: OR REPRODUCTION - NOT PERMITTED 


Washington, D. C. September 15, 1934 


BIDS FOR SURPLUS BEEF CANNING 


It is expected that invitations for bids for canning surplus 
beef during the month of October will be given out on Tuesday, 
September 18. Canners who desire to submit bids for canning 
in October may obtain a copy of this invitation by requesting it 
of the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation, Washington, D. C. 


PROCEDURE IN RECIPROCAL TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS 


Under the act of June 12, 1934, amending the Tariff Act of 
1930, President Roosevelt on June 27 issued an Executive Order 
establishing a Committee for Reciprocity Information and pro- 
viding for public notice and presentation of views in connection 
with foreign trade agreements. This committee, of which 
Thomas Walker Page is chairman, on July 3 issued a notice 


setting out the form and manner of presenting views and time 
limits for such presentation. This notice states: 


Form and Manner of Presentation.—Information and views shall be 
presented to the chairman, Committee for Reciprocity Information, United 
States Tariff Commission, Washington, D. C., in the form of written state- 
ments. Such statements shall be duly sworn to and shall be either type- 
written or printed, in sextuple, and each of the six copies shall be legible. 
If the statements relate to duties or other trade restrictions affecting more 
than one product, each product must be treated separately and statements 
with respect to each product shall begin on a separate page. 

Supplementary Oral Presentation.—Supplementary views may be pre- 
sented orally only upon application to the chairman and after written 
statements have been submitted in proper form. Such application may 
be made in writing to the chairman and shall set forth concisely the 
reasons therefor. Also the application shall state whether it is desired 
to present supplementary information and views concerning tariffs or other 
trade restrictions of the foreign country with respect to which the Secretary 
of State has given public notice of intention to negotiate a foreign-trade 
agreement or concerning tariffs or other trade restrictions of the United 
States. The committee will consider the application and inform the appli- 
cant whether or not it is approved. 

Oral statements shall be made under oath. 

Any oral presentation of views hereunder shall not be in the nature 
of a public hearing. 

Time Limitations —The time limits within which information and 
views in writing and applications for supplemental oral presentation of 
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views shall be submitted, as well as the time for supplemental oral pre- 
sentation of information and views, will be prescribed by the committee 
in connection with each proposed foreign-trade agreement, and will be made 
public in behalf of the committee by the Secretary of State simultaneously 
with his notice of the intention to negotiate each proposed agreement. 

In accordance with the foregoing, notice has been given by 
the State Department in connection with pending negotiations 
with Brazil, Haiti, Colombia, and Belgium. The time limits set 
for the presentation of information and views in writing and for 
all applications for supplemental oral presentation are as follows: 


Information and views in writing and applications for oral 
presentation: Haiti and Colombia, October 8; Brazil, October 15; 
Belgium, October 22. 


Supplemental oral presentation: Haiti and Colombia, 
October 15; Brazil, October 22; Belgium, October 29. 


CANNING CROP FORECASTS 

The following statements briefly review the current releases 
of the Bureau of Agricultura] Economics on certain commercial 
canning crops, the information relating to reported conditions on 
September 1: 

Green Lima Beans 

Based upon reported condition and probable yields per acre on Sep- 
tember 1, the prospective production of green lima beans for manufacture 
in 1934 is indicated at 16,990 tons compared with 8,860 tons produced in 
1933 and with an average of 12,620 tons for the four-year period preceding 


1933. Growing conditions have been good in most of the producing areas 
and the indicated yield per acre is above average. 


Acreage Yield per —Production forecast 
State 1933 1084 1933 1934 1933 1934 

Aerca Acrea Pounds Pounds Tons Tone 
New Jersey 1,000 2.000 1,250 1,500 1,000 1,500 
Delaware 4,100 6.040 800 1,350 1,640 4,480 
Maryland 2,000 4,600 800 1,200 800 2,760 
Virginia 4,750 5,400 1,380 1,700 3,280 4,500 
Michigan 1,100 2.550 1,150 1,100 630 1,400 
Other States (a) 2,880 3,810 1,048 1,180 1510 2,260 


U. 8. Total 16,430 25,000 1,079 1359 8860 16,900 


a “(ther States” include: Colorado, Georgia, Hlinois, Indiana, Minnesota, 
New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Washington 


and Wisconsin. 
Snap Beans 


The total production of snap beans for manufacture indicated by the 
September 1 condition of the crop is practically the same as that indicated 
on August 15. Improved prospects in New York and Tennessee were offset 
by lighter yields now expected in Michigan and Colorado. The total pro- 
duction now indicated for 1934 amounts to 65,380 tons compared with 59,960 
tons produced in 1933 and with a five-year average of 73,100 tons. 


A production of 65,380 tons would be equivalent to a pack of about 
6,000,000 cases of No. 2 cans of green and wax beans combined, according 
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to the relationship in past years between estimated production and size of 
the pack. This would compare with a pack of 5,532,000 cases in 1933 and 
with an average of 6,617,000 cases for the five-year period preceding 1933. 


r——Acreage — Yield per —Production forecast— 
State 1933 1034 1033 1034 1933 1934 


Acres Acres Tons Tons Tona Tone 
Maine irae 550 800 2.7 2.6 1,500 2,100 
New York 7,050 1.6 15 1,000 10,600 
Pennsylvania ... 1,700 1,710 14 lV 2,400 2,200 
Indiana . 8,800 8,800 1.0 1,1 8,800 4,200 
Michigan Pe 4,200 15 12 5,700 5,100 
Wisconsin 8,600 5,800 15 14 5,400 8,100 
Delaware ....... 900 1,260 14 14 1,300 1,800 
Maryland §&,200 9.900 13 1,1 10,700 11,000 
South Carolina 300 300 5 12 150 360 
Tennessee ....... 1 1,240 1.2 14 1,900 1,700 
Mississippi 1,200 1,600 ms] 1.1 600 1,800 
Arkansas ....... 2,400 2,200 1.0 a 2,400 700 
Louisiana 400 O40 1.0 1.2 500 S00 
Colorado &30 1,160 3.5 15 2,900 1,700 
Utah Pea 400 510 2.7 2.5 1,100 1,200 
Washington . 200 400 5.8 45 1,100 1,800 
400 700 5.6 45 2,200 8,200 
California 330 420 40 4.0 1,300 1,700 
Other Statesa .. 8,950 4,960 13 11 5,110 5,220 


147 1.34 59,060 65,380 


U.S. Total... 40,770 48,900 


a “Other States” include: Georgia, Idaho, Mlinois, lowa, Kentucky, Missouri, 
ontane, Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Vermont, Virginia and 
yoming. 


Pimientos 


A total production of 15,530 tons of pimientos for manufacture is indi- 
cated for 1934 compared with 7,860 tons produced in 1933 and with a five- 
year average of 15,000 tons for the period 1928-32, according to the reported 
condition of the crop on September 1. 


c——Acrenge — Yield per —Production forecast 
1933 1934 1933 1984 19338 1934 


State 
Acres Acres Tons Tons Tons Tons 
California ...... 650 1,080 2.50 8.00 1,620 8,090 
Georgia ........ 5,200 8,700 1,20 1.48 6,240 12,440 
U. 8. Total.... 5,850 9,730 1.34 1,60 7,860 15,530 


Cabbage for Kraut 


The indicated production of cabbage for kraut, according to the Septem- 
ber 1 reported condition and probable yield per acre, is 62 per cent larger 
than the 1933 production but is 7 per cent less than the five-year average 
production. A total production of 154,200 tons is in prospect for 1934 
compared with an unusually light production of 95,400 tons in 1933 and with 
an average of 165,900 for the five-year period preceding 1933. 

The total of 154,200 tons includes tonnage of kraut cabbage expected 
from both the contract and open-market acreages. The allowance for open- 
market tonnage was made in line with expectations of packers to purchase 
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tonnage on the open market in 1934 to supplement the tonnage from con- 
tract acreage. 


Acrenge--— Yield per Production forecast 
State 1933 1934 1933 1934 1033 10384 
Acres Acres Tons Tons Tons Tons 
New York 6,000 6,000 O4 8.2 45,500 49,200 


Ohio . 1,800 S. 6,100 21,000 
Indiana . 1,600 2,000 40 5.8 6,400 11,600 
Illinois Goo 720 45 2,700 3.600 
Michigan 700 1,200 5.6 3,000 10,100 
Wisconsin 3,000 5,100 6. 8.0 18,000 40,800 


Minnesota 150 


Washington ‘ 200 200 9.0 8 1,800 2,800 
Other States a 1,200 1,050 7,100 10,800 


U.S. Total.... 16440 20,080 7.70 95,400 154,200 


a“Other States” include: Arkansas, lowa, Maryland, New Jersey, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah and Virginia. 


Sweet Corn 


Condition of sweet corn for manufacture continued to decline during the 
latter part of August and production prospects on September 1 were 4 
per cent lower than on August 15. This decrease was largely the result 
of additional damage to the crop in Illinois and Minnesota by chinch bugs 
and ear worms. A total production of 460,800 tons is now in prospect for 
1934, compared with 395,770 tons produced in 1933 and with a five-year 
average of 626,070 tons. 

The indicated production of 460,800 tons would be equivalent to a pack 
of approximately 11,500,000 cases of No. 2 cans, according to the relationship 
in past years between estimated production and size of the pack. This 
compares with 10,193,000 cases packed in 1933 and with an average of 
15,290,000 cases for the five-year period preceding 1933, 


Acreage — Yield per acre— -—Production forecasts 
State 1934 1084 1033 10384 
Acres Acres Tons (in husk) Tons (in husk) 
Maine 8,800 10,800 34 3.0 20,900 32,400 
New Hampshire 570 730 27 2.5 1,500 1,800 
Vermont 870 1,250 2.6 2.6 2,300 3,200 
New York 12,700 14,200 1.6 2.1 20,300 20,800 
Pennsylvania 3,000 4,800 17 1.5 5,100 7,200 
Ohio 10,200 22,000 18 13 18,400 28,600 
Indiana 26,600 38,700 138 14 00 54,200 
Illinois 45,000 69,700 17 an 77,500 76,700 
Michigan 2,000 5,000 S 14 2,300 7,000 
Wisconsin 4,200 12,000 2.4 2.0 10,100 25,200 
Minnesota 34,000 2,700 2.) 15 08,600 79,000 
lowa .... 18,700 36,700 2.2 1.6 41,100 58,700 
Nebraska 3,000 5,500 18 2 7,000 1,100 
Delaware 2,000 2,300 2.0 2.3 4,000 5,300 
Maryland ...... 19,600 30,000 1.5 $5,800 86,000 
Tennessee 730 1,050 4.2 25 2,300 4,900 


U. 8. Total....197,570 314,980 2.00 146 395,770 400,800 


Other States 


a“Other States” include Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Mon- 
tana, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Virginia, Washington and Wyoming. 
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Tomatoes 


Prospective production of tomatoes for manufacture declined about 2 
per cent during the last half of August as a result of lighter yields now 
anticipated in Indiana, lowa, Delaware, Colorado and Utah. These decreases, 
however, were partially offset by somewhat better conditions in New York, 
Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee. A total production of 1,500,100 tons is 
indicated by the September 1 condition of the crop, compared with 1,077,700 
tons produced in 1933 and with a five-year average of 1,293,000 tons. 

Should the indicated production materialize, the 1934 crop of tomatoes 
for manufacture will be 39 per cent larger than the 1933 production and 
16 per cent larger than the five-year average production. The indicated 
yield per acre is 9 per cent below the five-year average. 


Acreage Yield per —Production forecast 
State 1933 194 1933 1934 1933 1034 
Aeres Acres Tons Tons Tone Tona 
New York 12,300 16,200 6.2 6.4 76,300 = 108,700 
New Jersey .. 27,000 30,000 3.3 a 89,100 159,000 
Pennsylvania 6,000 8,000 4.2 44 25,200 35,200 
Ohio .. 11,500 7A 5.7 2,500 65,600 
Indiana .... 68,000 88,000 4.0 3.8 212,000 334,400 
Illinois 5,000 14,000 3.0 15.000 42.200 
Michigan .. 2,500 8.200 74 5.5 18,500 17,900 
lowa } 4,500 700 5.0 3.0 22,500 22,100 
Missouri ....... 12,000 24,000 3.4 Py) 40,800 12.000 
Delaware 15,000 2.3 a5 27,000 55,600 
Maryland .. 48,000 16,200 a0 38 130,800 218,600 
Virginia ; 16,500 20,000 2.8 2.9 46,200 58,000 
Kentucky . 4,000 7.300 20 3.0 8,000 21,900 
Tennessee . 6,000 10,200 2.6 24 17,200 24,700 
Arkansas 15,000 22,000 28 a] 34,500 11,000 
Colorado 1,400 2.040 Os 16,200 
Utah 3,600 5.800 8.6 5.8 $1,000 28,600 
California. .. 80,470 46,700 5.4 5.0 14,500 233,500 
Other States a 10,780 17,080 34 2.3 86,500 39,800 
U.S. Total 276,050 407,130 3.90 3.68 1,077,700 1,500,100 
a“Other States" include Kansas, Louisiana, 
Mixsiasippi. Nebraska, North Carolina, N Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, South 


Carolina, Texas, Washington, West V etala and Wisconsin. 


Cucumbers for Pickles 


Condition of the crop on September 1 was 59.1 per cent of normal or 
5.1 points below the 10-year average condition of 64.2 per cent on Sep- 
tember 1. The low condition of the crop is a reflection of drought and 
extreme heat during the early growing season and to frosty nights in some 
parts of Michigan and Wisconsin during the last week in August. Condi- 
tion of the crop in the North Central States declined from 71.3 per cent 
on Auust 15 to 56.0 per cent on September 1. 


Beets 


Condition of the beet crop on September 1 was 63.0 per cent as com- 
pared with 60.7 on September 1, 1933, and with a three-year average of 
61.6 per cent for the period 1930-32 on the same date, 
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TRUCK CROP PROSPECTS 


Following are brief summaries from truck crops reports 
of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, based on conditions 
as of September 1. 


Beets.—The total commercial production estimated for the United 
States, including that harvested in the early and intermediate states and 
forecast for Pennsylvania, is one-third larger than last year’s production, 
or 2,205,000 bushels this year compared with 1,657,000 bushels in 1933. 

CABBAGE.—Production of domestic type cabbage (including that port:on 
used for manufacture of kraut) is forecast at 293,300 tons, compared with 
181,600 tons in 1933, and Danish cabbage forecast at 321,900 tons compared 
with 199,100 tons in 1933. The production of both types of late cabbage in 
1933 was very short compared with the average production, the preceding 
five years, of 288,500 tons of domestic and 275,000 tons of Danish cabbage. 

GREEN Peas.—There are 1,243,000 bushels of peas expected to be pro- 
duced for the fall crop in California, other than the Imperial Valley, or a 
crop more than one-third larger than that of last fall, 910,000 bushels, and 
more than double the 5-year average of 587,000 bushels for the years 1928 
to 1982. The acreage is one-tenth greater than last fall’s acreage and the 
indicated yield for this year is well above that of a year ago. 

TOMATOES.—The condition and prospective production of tomatoes in 
the late states remained practically unchanged during August, the decline 
in several of the states having been compensated by improvement in others. 
The late crop, excluding that of southern California, is forecast at 4,461,000 
bushels as of September 1, compared with a production of 4,383,000 bushels 
in 1983 and an average production the previous five years of 4,058,000 
bushels. The crop in the southern district of California is forecast at 
686,000 bushels, only slightly less than last year’s crop but one-sixth smaller 
than the average crop of the preceding five years. 

SPINACH.—The preliminary estimate of acreage for the fall crop of 
spinach in Illinois, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Washington is the same as last year’s estimated acreage, 5,940 acres, but 
about 22 per cent above the average of 4,870 acres for the preceding five 


years, 1928-1932. 
PACK OF SHRIMP 


The following table shows the pack of shrimp during the 
week of August 23-29, the week of August 30 through Septem- 
ber 5, and the total pack from August 2 through September 5, 
as compiled by the Shrimp Section of the National Canners 


Association. Total 
Aug. 23-20 Aug 30-Sept. 5 Aug. 2-Sept. 5 


Caves Cases Cases 

East Const 8,800 3,040 14,536 
Alabama and Louisiana 45,881 82,385 149,767 
Mississippi 8,100 7,208 27.350 
Texas 2.500 2,500 6,511 
Total 58,371 “45,728 198,178 


Under the new trade agreement with Cuba, the Cuban rates 
of duty on various canned foods imported from the United States 
are reduced, The following table shows for various canned prod- 


NEW CUBAN RATES ON UNITED STATES CANNED FOODS 
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ucts the new and the old rates per kilo in Cuban pesos (the peso 
is equal approximately to the U. 8. dollar and the kilo is about 
2.2 pounds) : 


per 


New 
Peso Peso 
Canned sardines in oil or tomato sauce .. $0.024* $0.09 
on-spec cann sh and she Pine 14% 
valor, valorem 
Canned peas, sweet corn and asparagus........... . 
Non- canned vegetables 0.084° 0.084 
Canned pears, peaches, plums, apricots and the like. 0.06 * 0.072 
Canned beef, mutton or pork... a 0.30 0.32 
Sauces, mustard and food extracts for seasoning ae 0,006* 0.128 
Non-specified canned foods... 0.144* 0.192 


* Rates of duty which it is agreed are not to be increased during the life of the 
agreement. 
PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING INTERPRETATIONS OF LABOR 
SECTIONS OF CODE 


The Code Authority for the Canning Industry has sent to 
secretaries of all state and local canners associations the follow- 
ing statement, which will be of interest to canners generally. 


In a number of cases when questions have arisen as to the proper in- 
terpretation of certain of the labor sections of the Canning Code, indi- 
vidual canners or local associations have attempted to settle these questions 
directly with State Compliance Directors. This procedure may result in 
conflicting interpretations by the various State Compliance Directors, or in 
interpretations made by a State Compliance Director in one area which is 
suitable for such area but wholly unsuitable for another area. 

In the event that any question comes up which has not been settled in 
a Code Authority bulletin, it is strongly recommended that (1) you immedi- 
ately forward to the Code Authority a statement of the point upon which 
an interpretation is desired; and (2) inform the State Director of Com- 
pliance that the matter has been referred to the Code Authority, which will 
recommend an interpretation to the Administration. A request that action 
by the Compliance Director be suspended until such interpretation is ob- 
tained will undoubtedly be granted. When the Administration approves 
an interpretation recommended by the Code Authority, it is immediately 
sent to all State Directors of Compliance and bulletined to canners. 


DEFROSTING FROZEN MEAT 


Vegetable canners who have taken contracts with the Fed- 
eral Surplus Relief Corporation have found some difficulty in 
the preliminary thawing of frozen meat supplied to them. The 
Association is advised that some of the meat packing plants are 
equipped with a large power knife which works on the principle 
of a paper cutter. With this knife the chunks of meat are cut 
into slabs about two inches thick. These slabs are inspected and 
put into warm water for about 20 minutes to thaw and then 
steam is turned on for the regular parboil. 
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET COMPETITION 
Week ip cating Week ending Total for season 


Sept. 1, Sept. through Sept. 8 
Commodity i toss 1934 {gas 
Beans, snap and lima 17 238 12,383 10,043 
Tomatoes 168 104 263 20,875 18,512 
Green peas 134 187 #1 5,619 7,400 
All other vegetables— 
Domestic : 
( ‘ompeting directly. 2,244 8,235 2,735 136,683 121,005 
Competing indirectly 22 20 10 282 166 
Imports : 
Competing directly 1 2 1 2 
Competing indirectly 21 26 11 7 19 
Fruits: 
Citrus, Domestic 1,364 328 1,049 122,567 122,068 
Imports 51 7 82 178 76 
Others, Domestic 4,019 3,050 6,301 72,149 57,1538 
Imports 1 1 1 5 1 
Index of fresh vegetable prices Os 70 Tis) 
Index of canned vegetable prices 86 87 67 


ASPARAGUS PACK IN 1933 
Asparagus canners operating in 15 states outside of Cali- 
fornia report a 1934 pack of 234,923 cases. The California pack 
totaled 1,914,208 cases, thus making a pack of 2,149,131 cases, 
all sizes, for the entire United States this year. 


State and Type No.2 No.2Tall No, 10 Mise, Total 
N. J., Del., and asa. : 

Regular 3,250 206 1,800 5,256 

All green 68,745 1,614 5,410 16,914 92,683 
Ill, Ind., la., and Nebr. : 

Regular 1,005 1,413 2,715 5,231 

All green 166 11,222 53,080 80,760 
Michigan and Ohio, all green 8,982 8,244 6,084 4,538 28,748 
Wash., Ore, and Utah, all green 11,200 461 1,411 tT 19,663 
Southern : 

Regular Goo 800 900 

All green . 1,682 hte 1,682 


Total, excluding ¢ : 
Regular 1,919 4,515 


5 8 
All green . 106,910 10,485 25,027 82,014 


The California Canning Asparagus Control Committee re- 
ports the following pack of asparagus in California for 1934: 


11,387 
223,536 


No, 1 No.2 No, 2% 
Picnic Square Tall Square Mise, Total 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Regular 825,445 340,407 137,047 331,058 124,392 1,267,344 
All green 125,275 28,268 400,246 2,057 90,128 646,864 
Total 450,720 377,070 537,208 384,010 214,515 1,914,208 
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